
Hello all and welcome to 

the first Legislative News-

letter from your Legislative 

Committee Member, Matt 

West.  I will try to have one 

of these each month, and 

provide you with the latest 

Legislative information 

provided from the National 

Legislative Committee and 

from information provided 

by the Action Corps.  Please 

let me know if you have 

questions or comments, at 

lavfwcommand-

er2018@gmail.com; or 337-

353-6009. 
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Legislative Update 

Highlights: 

 Happenings at the Post 

 POW/MIA 24-hour Vigil 

 Riders Group/Bingo 

 Bobby D Memorial Ride 

 

 

 

1. VFW-Supported Mental Health Bill Becomes Law: The VFW-

supported version of S. 785, the Commander John Scott Hannon 

Veterans Mental Health Care Improvement Act of 2019, was 

signed into law last Saturday. This law supports VA as it continues 

to make improvements to veterans’ mental health care by covering 

a strategic plan for veterans transitioning from active duty, pilot 

programs integrating alternative therapies, establishing a VA and 

DOD clinical provider treatment toolkit, improving care and ser-

vices for women veterans, and expanding the mental health medi-

cal workforce.  For those of you that endorsed or supported this 

bill, the VFW Department of Louisiana thanks you.  Mental health 

amongst Veterans is one of the biggest challenges we face, and we 

do not want any Veteran to go it alone. 
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2. National Suicide Hotline Bill Becomes Law: S. 2661, the National Suicide Hot-

line Designation Act of 2020 was signed into law. This legislation designates 9.8.8 

as the telephone number for the national suicide prevention and mental health crisis 

hotline. The existing hotline, which can be reached by dialing 1.800.273.8255, is 

operated by the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and through the Veterans Cri-

sis Line. Both hotlines offer confidential support from qualified responders 24 

hours a day, seven days a week. Many of the responders with the Veterans Crisis 

Line are veterans themselves. 

 

3. National Veterans Small Business Week: Join the Small Business Administration 

(SBA) the week of Nov. 2 - 6, 2020, for the seventh annual National Veterans 

Small Business Week. This week is a way to bring service members, veterans, Na-

tional Guard and Reserve members, and military spouses together to celebrate the 

veteran- and military-owned small business community. Please look into some 

these Veteran based Business’ within your community.  Show support if you can. 

 

4. Monument Honoring Women in the Military Unveiled: On Saturday, the Wash-

ington, D.C., area’s first monument to honor women in the military was unveiled at 

the Women in Military Service for American Memorial in Arlington, Virginia. The 

Pledge, sculpted by Susan Bahary, is a bronze statue of a kneeling service woman 

in full combat gear, locking eyes with her working military dog, meant to honor the 

promise of loyalty made between a soldier and their combat dog in faithful alle-

giance to our county. Following the unveiling, Sgt. Britany Gavit stated, “I’ve been 

a dog handler for four years now, and to see a female statute for the first time, it 

feels great … She could be any one of us, in any rank of the military, and it’s so 

significant.” Great to see our Female Veterans being honored.  For too long they 

have almost gone unnoticed and we need to let them know, a Veteran is a Veteran, 
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no matter their gender. 

 

5. Survivors’ Benefits Bill Introduced in House: Rep. Jahana Hayes (D-CT) intro-

duced VFW-supported H.R. 8559, the House companion bill to S. 4594. This im-

portant legislation would expand the Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 

benefit for surviving spouses. This bill is the result of recommendations made in 

The Independent Budget co-authored by Disabled American Veterans, Paralyzed 

Veterans of America, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. This bill needs to pass!  

We have widows that are shorted funds that were supposed to be guaranteed after 

their Service Member passed away.  Please co-sponsor this bill.  Show how biparti-

san politics really works. 

 

6. VFW Testifies on VA Wait Times: This month, VFW National Legislative Ser-

vice Director Patrick Murray testified before the House Veterans’ Affairs Subcom-

mittee on Health regarding patient wait times and VA’s payment process during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Murray joined the VFW Independent Budget partners, Para-

lyzed Veterans of America and Disabled American Veterans, to convey concerns 

about incorrect billing and canceled appointments. “In uncertain times such as 

these, communication is paramount,” said Murray. “Our members need more infor-

mation now more than ever from VA regarding rescheduled appointments in order 

to ease some of the burden veterans are experiencing right now.” Recent imple-

mentation of the VA MISSION Act of 2018 has been affected by the COVID-19 

pandemic, but the VFW and our Independent Budget partners urge VA to keep 

communicating with its patients during these difficult times. 

 

7. VA Caregiver Expansion Launched: The first phase of the Program of Compre-

hensive Assistance for Family Caregivers (PCAFC) went live on VA’s website.  
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PCAFC offers education and training, access to health care insurance, mental health 

counseling, financial stipends, respite care, among other benefits for caregivers who care 

for an eligible veteran.  As part of the VA MISSION Act of 2018, PCAFC will expand in 

two phases.  The first phase is for caregivers of veterans who were injured in the line of 

duty on or before May 7, 1975.  The second phase is for those injured in the line of duty 

between May 7, 1975, and Sept. 10, 2001, which went into effect Oct. 1, 2020. 

 

8. VFW-Supported Vet Center Expansion Act Becomes Law: Last week, the VFW-

supported H.R. 1812, the Vet Center Eligibility Expansion Act, was signed into law. This 

law expands Vet Center counseling and related mental health services for veterans and 

service members of the National Guard, Reserve, or Coast Guard, who took part in drug 

interdictions or responded to national disasters or emergencies. Participating in these 

high-stress situations can have serious mental health consequences. Expanding access to 

Vet Centers will provide an opportunity for those who served in these situations to have 

access to the mental health services they earned and deserve.  

  

9. Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Bill Becomes Law: Last week, H.R. 2372, 

the Veterans' Care Quality Transparency Act, was signed into law. The law requires the 

Government Accountability Office (GAO) to assess suicide prevention and mental health 

services of non-VA entities who have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with 

VA. The GAO assessment will include the size of the catchment area, staffing structure, 

staff accreditations or licensures, program limitations, trackable outcomes, and break-

down of specific demographics, such as women veterans, minority veterans, and age and 

location of veterans. 
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10. Legislative Update on Agent Orange Conditions: On July 23, 2020, the Senate 

passed S. 4049, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA). 

The Senate NDAA contains a provision to add bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and par-

kinsonism to the list of presumptive conditions associated with exposure to Agent Or-

ange. The House-passed version of the NDAA, H.R. 6395, does not contain this provi-

sion. The differences between the House and Senate versions of the NDAA will be rec-

onciled by a conference committee comprised of members of both chambers, expected to 

be formed sometime next month. The VFW is fully committed to ensuring that the final 

NDAA adds these three conditions to the Agent Orange presumptive list. 
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As most of you have heard, or might have assumed, the Legislative Conference that was 
scheduled for March Legislative Conference is NOT canceled. There will be no in-person 
meetings, hotel stays, or flights, but we will still conduct our business virtually just like we 
did in September. You will still be responsible for leading your delegations as Legislative 
Representatives in virtual meetings. 
  
Commander-in-Chief’s testimony is NOT canceled. We are exploring alternative ways to 
bring our voice to Congress, including virtual options. 
  
The VFW/SVA Fellowship is NOT canceled. The VFW team and our partners at SVA are 

developing an alternate agenda that will replace the in-person aspect of the advocacy pro-

gram. 

Upcoming Events 



 Email: lavfwcommander2018@gmail.com 

Phone#: 337-353-6009 

LOOK FOR OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!  

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/VFW-DEPARTMENT-OF-LOUISIANA-LEGISLATIVE-CHAIRMAN-182181135810376 
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HTTPS://VOTERVOICE.NET/VFW/REGISTER 

 

Points of Contact 
 

Matthew J. West 

504 S. Texas St 

DeRidder, LA 70634 

No One Does More For Veterans 

than the VFW! 


